PETERSBURG, ALASKA

Vol.VIINo.35 August 21, 1980 16 Pages o0e

Hungry bears are looking
all over town for food

By Ed Fox Early Friday evening, August 8,
Bears have been coming into  she was jogging on the Loop past
residential areas in Petersburg the airport, thinking all the while
this summer in the greatest about bears. She kept her eye on
numbers since the summer of telephone poles and other large
1976. They have been seen  dark objects that might turn out
foragir in garbage cans and to be one of the shaggy berry-
roaming through the streets and  eaters. She screamed when she
among shrubbery. One young saw the same animal running
womnan narrowly escaped towards her from the bushes.
mauling by a bear she She thought the worst would
encountered at the airport. The  happen. An instant later she
police have received ten bear heard a car horn and saw a truck
complaints since the beginning of  speeding towards her. Luckily,
July. her friends Tom and Debi Bodett
Butch Young at the Dept. of were driving a truck on their
Fish & Game suggests that the  way to a party at Sandy Beach.
bear invasion is the result of 8  Djane leaped into the truck with-
poor pink sahn';t‘\\‘ spawn two oyt a backward glance at the
: v years ago. 1S summer, bear, which her friends said was
belonging to Pearson, a former e important fish runs on Mitkof less than five yards away, and

Petersburg United States Forest o ‘ :
: Culvert trap tor catching delinquent bears. .. Island--Homer Creek, Blind pode to safety.
S DlovRe: Slough, Big Creek and appro- Butch Young’s job is to catch

priately named Bear Creek- *unquent: bears u!d tran .f‘g
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Missing
canoeissts
located

Royal Canadian Mounted
Police and Alaska State Troopers
began a search and rescue
operation for two Petersburg
men on Friday after Mounties
found a kayak and backpack in a
river near Wrangell.

John Pearson and Roger Clay
were found on Sunday by
Mounties stationed at Telegraph
Creek, B.C. at a spot not far from
where the kayak was found. The
two were traveling on the
Stikine River when they lost the
kayak. It drifted 30 miles down-
river into the Chutine River, a
tributary of the Stikine, and the

pack inside was identified as [SENN ° —
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have been poorly stocked with  them toother parts of the island.
the salmon bears need to build up  He uses 4' culvert traps which he
their fat reserves for the hiber-  baits with meat. The trap is a
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their fat reserves for the hiber-
nation period, which begins in
the fall.

State Trooper Chuck Thorsrud
says the bears are attracted by
food and garbage smells. “The
smell of a garbage can is a free
lunch ticket. When he smells
that, he's going to stick around.”
The correct thing to do when
spotting a bear in your garbage
can, he says, is “leave him: alone.
When he's done, he'll leave, and
he'll leave you alone, too. He'll
take a swipe at you only in
self-defense.” He says human
curiosity is dangerous, and hope
people will leave bears alone
when they see them. “If they get
hurt it's their own fault, not the
bear’s.”

“People take bears for
granted,” Butch Young explains,
“They get too close. Bears are
territorial about their feeding
sites, especially sows with cubs.
Any other presence is seen as a
potential aggressor. Black bears
are more in their
behavior than brown bears,”
Young said.

Diane Sandvick would not
agree that black bears are
predictable. She barely escaped
safely after a frightening
encounter with one last week.

Absentee
balloting

primary election will be at
Porter-8 , Ine.; Corner of
Main E Streets. You may

vote weekdays from 8:00a.m. to
5:00p.m.
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baits with meat. The trap is a
cage which incarcerates the bear
and does not harm him. It is left
in a spot the bear is known to
frequent and is mounted on a
trailer for easy transportation.
The bear’s homing instinct is
strong and there is a chance that
he will return to the same
location. In this case the bear
must be taken by plane to
another island, an expensive last
resort. Dump bears are the
hardest to move. Young recalls
how in 1976 a bear was moved
from the dump to Jap Creek near
LeConte Bay. Within a few days
it was back at the dump, having
swum  Frederick . Sound.
Persistent offenders have to be
shot, but Young is glad that he
has not had to do this. In some
cases the bear is quietened with
a tranquilizing dart that sends
him to sleep within 10-15
minutes, and then moved.
Young says the bear problem
can be eased by always covering
food and garbage. The problem
is bad where this is difficult, such
as on campsites on the muskeg
where food is stored inside tents
and there is no easy method of
disposal. People should
in tightly-sealed,

garbage
odor-free bags, in a can with a lid,
and take strong-smelling
garbage to the dump.

The areas in which bears have
been reported are on the
perimeter of the city, around the
airport, Scow Bay, Magill's
Trailer Court and Lumber
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