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I There are only a few people with whom I simply
cannot bear to walk down the street. Unfortu-
nately, one of them is my sister Louise. Even the
shortest walk with her can turn into an ordeal, as
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it is her custom to make loud,
plainly audible remarks to people
she sees on the street-specifically
men-just as they are passing by
her. She does this either because
she does not like the look of them,
or because she thinks they are
Iooking at her, which she does not
like either. She will say, "Stare at
yourself, you're ugly enough," or,
"What's that ape looking at?" It's
no use trying to tell her. The rea-
son people look at her is that she
typically goes outside wearing
bone-white makeup, bright blue
eye shadow, a long black overcoat
(well into summer), and a black
silk scarf printed'with a pattern of
white skulls. Given her unusual
height (approximately six feet two
inches), her appearance is striking
enough; but she does all she can to
set offthis difference with a touch
(as Poe would put it) of the bizarre.

Although we live within a short
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distance of each other, we meet
only every two months or so. We
have dinner at a restaurant, which
we alternate choosing. On this
occasion, Louise chose a place in
her own neighborhood, so she
wouldn't have too far to walk. 'T'll
meet you there," I said. It was an
Indian restaurant on Broadway
with a sidewalk teruace. The whole
of the Upper West Side passed
within an inch of our table, on the
other side ofthe glass enclosure.
The terrace occupiedhalf the width
of the pavement, narrowing it and
forcing pedestrians into a bottle-
neck. Their shopping carts and
push-chairs scraped against the
glass on the other side of which we,
a world away, were dining. Louise
and I had, essentially, the same
conversation we always have, a
nugget ofcontention burnished by
time. Whenever I tried to say any-
thing she would say, "Don't inter-

rupt. Let me finish." She'd be a
terrible talk show host.

I was driving home a point
about something our parents did
years ago when she pointed her
knife backhand at a person she saw
on the street. "Look," she said.

"Who is it?" I said.
"That boy has been blessed by

God with singular good fortune.
He'sbeen raised up above other
mortals for special favor."

I saw a thin youngman who
gazed upward as he walked,
plainly in another world. He wore
a worn-looking brown corduroy
jacket and a red checked shirt; he
had curly brown hair and a pale,
delicate face. A denizen: the sort of
person who never leaves New
York, ever, notforanything, with
the accompanying narrowing of
horizons. That's how he struck me.
He stepped aside sharply to avoid a
dog he nearly noticed too late.
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"To your friend, and his apart-
ment."

"He's not my friend." The con-
versation teetered on the brink ofa
precipice.

"You know who I mean," I said. I
offered an olive branch: "The one
who was raised up above other
mortals by fortune."

The nature ofher answer made
her drop her objection. She swelled
up with her story.

"Well, thefact is that fortune
rather cruelly cast him down after
that one bright moment."

t'And?"

This is what happened.

The name ofthe chap we'd seen
walking down Broadway was Gus-
tave. He had lived in the same
apartment since he was an under-
graduate. Roommates had come
and gone over the years, finding
jobs and moving out, but Gustave
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had remained. He worked in a
bookstore 16 blocks away. To keep
his rent down, as soon as one room-
mate moved out, he advertised for
another. At this time Gustave's
roommates were Flora, who was in
publishing, and Jerome, who was
involved in an arcane financial
operation Louise didn't explain
suffrciently for me to grasp. It had
somethingto do with sellingjunk
bonds in the Third World.

A few months ago, a letter ar-
rived from the landlord saying the
building was going co-op and and
Ieaseholder would be given the
opportunity to buy the apartment
at a low, low insider price. The
letter lay on the kitchen table atrI

week, and its faint, diffident, com-
puter-printed capitals, like bad
needlepoint, gazedup at the ceil-
ing, while the envelope from which
it had been ripped carelessly lay,
contorted and untouched, beside it.

Flora and Jerome each took the
opportunity, when no one else was
about, to read the letter, and then
put it back exactly where it was.
There was no discussion of its con-
tents and nobody moved it, because
it was addressed to Gustave. And
because Gustave was untidy he did
not gather it up, and it remained in
this position day after day, mari-
nating in the juices of its own pi-
quantmeaning.

The letter, ofcourse, was ofvital
importance to each ofthe apart-
ment's three occupants. Since it
was addressed to him, Gustave
read the letter first. He quietly
determined that thenceforth, un-
der the new circumstances, there
would be no more roommates. He
had no feel for the financial dimen-
sion in particular ofthe real estate
windfall he had reaped. He simply
felt himself ever more snugly
wrapped inthe warm mantle ofhis
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were unable, for some reason, to
sign the papers transferring the
title to the apartment to his name,
Jerome could lay claim to the title
himself.

So after considering all sides of
the issue and the various options
that lay open to him, he reluc-
tantly decided to have Gustave
kidnapped and held incommuni-
cado for the period Jerome would
needto assume, sign, and irrevoca-
bly hold the lease.

Pleased to have got the decision
out of the way, and impressed by
his own resolve, he went to work
the next morningwith a spring in
his step. He made jokes at his ter-
minal; he daydreamed about how
he would redecorate the apartment
to suit his own taste. After work he
had to restrain himselffrom step-
ping into a decorator's shop. That
night he dreamt of wallpaper
swatches.

To perform the kidnapping, he
hired a young man named TWan,
whose number hadbeen given to
him by someone he knew at work
with underworld connections.

TWan worked at apeep-show
theater on West 42nd Street, be-
tween Seventh and Eighth ave-
nues. Hisjob involved sittingby
the door on a chair and keeping out
trouble. He was facetiously de-
scribed as a security guard; actu-
ally he was a bouncer, a goon. He
could knock you into the middle of
next week, next month, or next
year, depending on his mood.

TWan liked to keep in shape.
During the summer he would lean
back on his chair outside the the-
ater and shout at passing women;
now andthen he would do push-
ups on the sidewalk, with his
mouth puckered forward. After 25
push-ups he would sitback down
onthe chair and drink malt liquor
from a can in a paper bag and
smoke cigarettes.

"Girl, I crumbleforyou!" he
shouted at a girl in No Excuses
jeans.
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VENTURA BUSINESS PARTNERS'
The most prestigious portable office space.

lf your tastes go beyond the ordinary, you'll appreciate the extraordinary look of
Ventura Business Partners. This data case is built with the finest leathers
featuring gold-plated hardware, two exclusive digital combination locks lor
instant security; a fitted organized interior and an outside side pocket.,
Burqundy, brown or black.l8" and 2Ol' Priced at $250 and $275. ./
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DEERSTAGS,"

TRAVEL SHOE*

THE
glIABLE
SNEAKER!
Designed for the traveler -
so lightweight and comfortable
you'll think you're wearing a

tennis shoe. Made of GENUINE
DEERSKIN the cashmere of
leathers, this shoe conforms to
your foot the first time you wear
it, This feature combined with
the light and durable Vibram@
sole makes this THE MOST
COMFORTABLE SHOE A
MAN CAN WEAR _
GUARANTEED!

^DEER^-5TAC5
6ENUINE DEERSKIN

MAOE IN U-S,A
stNcE 1929

25.00
16

For furth€r informatior or . derler ncar you calL 1'800'334-2000 or write to DEERSTAGS lNC. 5949 Sherry tn. L8 13, Dallas, Tens 75225
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attention to the beige Rambler in
front ofhim that took up halfthe
sidewalk. TVro men waited in the
car, one at the wheel, one in the
back. The passenger door facing
the sidewalk swungopen into Gus-
tave's path; rough hands reached
out and grabbed him, drawing him
into the carwith as little diffrculty
as one might a Labrador on a
leash, so feeble was Gustave's re-
sistance. As soon as he started to
whimper, TWan slapped apalm
across his mouth and held it there
for a long time. Stunned with fear,
Gustave bounced on the sprinry
seat as the car descended the curb
and screeched downthe narrow
street. Before he could think, he
felt a deep, steely sting in his
thigh; then the lights went out.

The two men took him to a so-
cial club in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn,
in a dismal storefront under a Pen-
tecostal church. But not to social-
ize. They laid him out on a mat-
tress in a small, dark back room
and passed the time in the front
playing chess, of which they were
both proficient players. Bets were
placed by the club members, who
knew nothing about Gustave. Ev-
ery time he completed a move,
TVan would smack the clock that
stood between them on the table so
hard that the pieces would jump off
the board, and there would be an
argument about where they had
been. Things became quite hilari-
ous. Everyone in the social club
crowded around them. They drank
peach brandy from the bottle. Ev-
ery two or three hours, TWan or the
other (they took turns) got up and
checked on Gustave in his tiny
room. If he stirred, thgy gave him a
jab. From time to time they would
go out for pizza and. cigarettes.
TVan called Jerome once, and then
came back to the game.

At about midnightthey gave
Gustave an extra-large dose, and
left him for the night. He was in
the same position when they re-

turned the next morning.
TWo days before the new lease

was due to be signed, Jerome called
the landlord and explained the
unfortunate situation. He had
Gustave's name struck from the
lease and his own put in its place.
He would explain the situation to
Gustave when he returned: no one
knew his whereabouts, so Jerome
had stepped in. Everything would
befine.

Out in Bay Ridge, Tkan's friend
said he wanted his share of the fee,

$750.
Both men agreed that $750 was

hardly the big money.
TWan's friend said, "What ifwe

bust him?" That way they could
charge Jerome twice as much,
because a murder costs twice as
much as a kidnapping.

"Good idea," TWan said. They
carried Gustave into the garbage-
strewn yard behind the building
and emptied the rest of the bottle of
elephant tranquilizer into his
body.

They calledJerome and de-
manded the higherfee. Jerome
agreed to pay it, plus $500 extra for
them never to call him again. He
went chalk white at his desk, and
lowered the receiver slowly into its
cradle, so it did not make a sound.
He spoke to no one in the office for
the rest ofthe day.

When he came backto the
apartment that night, Flora said,
"Where's Gustave?"

Sweat exploded from his body.
"No idea." This was strictly true.
There was a pause.

"WeIl, wherever he is, I hope he
comes back tomorrow night be-
cause I'm having a dinner party
and I want you both to be here."

"How nice," Jerome said.
The previous Monday, Flora had

taken a personal day offwork.
After Jerome and Gustave had left
for the day, she opened the Yellow
Pages and looked for chemical
companies. She had read some-
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The Secret Connection contains a
revolutionary t hour recorderl Simply
flip down the handle and the built-in
recorder is automatically activated, You
need never open the case[ You get a

crystal clear recording of conversation
up to 15 meters away

With a special pre-amp and seed mike you
can even pick up a whisper from across

the room.

Since it's so unobtrusive, this is the perf€ct
system for business meetings. It can provide
proof of verbal commitments and help im-

prove your "memory".

With the Secret Connection Briefcase, you can
get up to 50 incredible hours ofrecording, plus

these built-in options:

.Bug and Wiretap Detectors .Bullet Proof
Llnlng rpsqksl Night Scopes .Miniature
Infra-red Surveillance Camera & video
Record€r oMiniature El€ctronlc Lie Detector

(Federal law requires one part consent to any
recording)

CCS Communlcatlon Control Inc.
9465 Wilshire Blvd,. Beverly Hills. CA 90212

(213) 274-6256
160 N/idlond Ave, Fcrt Chester, NY '10573
Mr. Dole. . . 800-722-44901914-934-8400

Send $25.00 for CCS catalog, tuatudng
hlgh-tsh *cunty products to protect

against b,,gging, wiretapping
and terodsm.

CCS Communlcatlon Control Inc.
9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 9O21 2

Enclosecl is my $25.00. Please send your
catalog. Nw

Address-

Phone (

Copyright CCS 87lA

INTRODUCING
THE BRIEFCASE

WITN TNE
MDMORY
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The Secret Connection Briefcase
HEAR' REMEMBERS AND SEES

EVERYTHING



$$ ,.... .'--:-:':

o
o

o
o

'spuoJas ur sploJun puP
arpds roou saq)ur €Z ,71 ,{1uo ur saro15
,, Bu1per1,, aq uoos 11,nol saln
-uru aa; p ur 'paDls ralau a4nol I ualg
'3u111s fr4unot-sson

- asoaxa $aq s,puom aqt sapctldna
'Suparp lnoqlrm ralse;
lq31am asol ue: no.{'1:er1:rpJoN upql
salrolPJ aJou suJnq aurq)eu astJlaya
raqlo ou asnpJag lg8ram asol o1.(em
alrlJaJJa lsou aql sr asrJraxa )rqorav
il.!8laotasq oq frimpag

{rerlJrproN gg6l o
du- arqs 

- 
&tf,qJOX IIIfI

VES - S11\ [ adeloapa aar; osly

!i,iilsllapaw taalls
JlAwhlo

tr
!

I

I

I

J

ilnrporq aa4 Puas asEald

+aarls
euPN

'{rprDrproN rllln ured 1:eq
-J.JMOJ ON 'SUaJ pUP SUJe tnol loJ
Alleapr uorsual Jq1 1as uer no( os

illuapuadapur palsnlpe aq ue:
aJuplsrsJl Eal pup uJp s,)f,e{

-f,rpJoN 'saurqlpu 3urffoJ aIllu0
.auupauBulmoto ua47

asooxa q8nonql atout latag

^ 
.qIIq ,{reuoqels e

_uo SuFl-l: uaqa Surssru asr)JJxa
Apoq-raddn saprAord I)prDrproN

.ofiqasp.Qxa
ua u0q1 1no4fio2 a|alduoc atoltg

'palsal aun{f,eu raqlo due uor;
uPql asrJJ-axa rplnJspAorpt pf, alou
lllupJrJluHrs paurplqo pup sauolEJ

aJou pauJnq srasn lJp+lrpJoN pJpnll
-uol IJolpJoqeT Llrs:alrun rofeu y

8i€9! ,V{ 
.etspr{J ,.oN .pa1g 

wqlruof 1p1
(76q6-6gi-6991 epeurl u1 9119-76,6691 upsauur1.,r1 u1)

8889-820-008-r
:aluM ro aarcJloJ IIeJ

ogol^cNv gunHloug sflud

\ceilc,rprcN

" ' auapto2 a%l qaDH

lsaga41 sttpbq)woN

-lJrrp 'Ja^ru uospnH or{1 ua\op apr6
s+Boq aqlpaqclBl!\ aqs .e++arBSrl

B pa{ous pue 'JauurpJo srrqap puE
saqsrp aq? qllry\ pare^oc flrls 

.aIqB]

Sururp 3uo1 ar{l +e auolu les Brold
'acuelnqtue uB ur ruooJ druo8Jarua

eq? o+ ue{4ueaq pEq auoraf
puB (UeI pBq slsen8 oq+ ra+JV

'aru+.(Ilrrrls
sul!\ oslE srr{J,'prES BJOId ..(>IJo1[

lE eJnSSeJdJO +OI E rapun s.eH))
'uaruopqe sq Suqc+nl3,auroJof

Jo alqq aq+ ruo4 arn+rBdap
Surqmlsrp aql dq d1uo parrerrr

'ssaccns a8nq e selr,t. Jouurp ar.I[
's?BJ pazrs_IBru

-rou 000'0I +noqB IIPI ol q.8noue
sBlr\ 1I 'aruoJaf 01 aleld lBr{} e^83
puE '+r uo slrEnbJo JrEd e paeeld

pue aleld EJo alpprur aql olul pln
-btt eql pamod aqs 'uaqclul oql uI

{r€fl 'prnbrl B sr r{crq/( ,auolace 
1.{u

-aqdrpJo uoods-aaJJoJ B lno parns
-Baru puB'urrup aqJ, uodo paJaAaI
'ruoor raq olur per{sep eqs .asrnoa

urBrrr aq+ 8ur^Jas aloJaq Nnf
'aldoad lq8ra roJ rauurp prpualds

B Pa{oo, eqs lq8ru depprg 1eqJ
'1I olq umrp aql pallor puE +asolc
Jar{Jo rrrol+oq aq+Jo ?.no saoqs ar.Il
pa{3pl aqs 'pauJnlar aqs sB uoos

sv'{roil /(aN o1 {cEq }r q?r.&\ a^orp
ar{s puB 'rea.raqJo >lrBq ar{+ olur

+r parJJBc uaru ol\l 'runJp B .auol

-acB Iduar{drpJo dlr+uBnb alqrssod
+salFrrrs oq+ ?q8noq puE +uBId aql
o? ?ua./( arls dBp +xau aql .vg-lJlo

+snflaloru B ur ?daIS aqs pu€ srnor{
uealmoJ {ool o^rrp aqf .orlrN

o+ a^orp puB rEc B pa+uar aqs
'lBlrdEJ er{? 'uolselrBqc aprs+no

selur &\eJ E u1(Ol IIBUTS B ,BrurSJrA

lsad\ 
(oJlrN ur sB^. +J 

.Jaqrunu aql
prmoJ puE atuBu aq? u \op e+or1l\

orIS (.'BrurEJIA lselA ur s(+r puE
'sarlrluenb IIBrus ur +r sa>Ietu +eql

salBls pe+Iuo aq+ ur luBld euo dluo
s.aJer{J))'"raq p1o1 o1 pe{lE+ ar{s auo
-aluos '?'r parnpord auo oN .punod

-uoc srqlJo dlr+uBnb B aseqrrnd ol
8un1se'puno.re paIIB, aqs .uosrod

?BJJo saddl ureuae ur lueuod
-ruo, a^r+eE eql sE/l\ euo?aJB 1.{ueqd

-rp palIEJ IBcrruaq, e +Eq+ arar.I,/'^

ltiF...:

PgqE

Ar

- aqa

'il
'fp

F

roJa

"Esl!al
PIIE
aH

JOJ BI
a

JOAE
3u

-ath
f,e

AAJ

'aal i
pua!

PIn
ATIII

auo
01I
'er
a

PAIIE
as

8819'260'008 Xi r 7,19i'L0Z'008 'S'n

6zrl/ SVXII 'SS]UdAC

LLLXOA'0'd r lNVl AdO)'ylM) lNO

u0tlpJ0dl6 r{doy-1 |tol)
'sallpnlroddo dlqsraumo
lnoqB uorlBruJoJul JoJ

r!
---

brdff=r,N
CNIINI

eeJJ IIo] IIBJ

SSflNISNfl
ONIINIUd

NA\O UNOA



A Pubr inservice or lll'"ysgiilfi m
Brent Ragon
sayed a life with RedCross CPR.

Could you?

Frfteen-year-old Brent Raqon had no idea how soon
he'd be usr:rq CPR to save someone's life when he com-
pleted his Red Cross fraining at aYouth Safety Semurar.

. But, while Brent was riding the tain home from that
seminar, a man collapsed two rows behind him.

"He wasn't breathing, and I couldn't find a pulse,"
Brent recalls, "l wasn't scared. I didn't have time to be
scared. I loew what to do and I did it."

If youwere in Brent's place, wouldyou kaowwhat
to do?

We'll teach you,
Join us.

American
Red Cross

&

Together,we can change things.
70 Northwest
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ing constellations of red and white
lights. The apartment was now
hers.

Jerome spent two weeks in in-
tensive care. Since he was unable,
due to illness, to sign the lease,
Flora came forward and signed it
herself.

The day after the dinner party,
Flora loaded the drum into the
trunk ofher car and drove to a
garbage dump in New Jersey,
where she unloaded the drum.
Seagulls shrieked and circled
above her as she heaved the heavy
cardboard cylinder to the edge of
the dump. It stuck out like a sore
thumb.

To hell with it, she thought,
looking back at it through her rear
view mirror, and she started the
ignition.

My sister's narrative ended. She
placed two fingers against her pale
cheekbone. She wore green nail
polish.

"What happened then?" I asked.
"You're being rather slow to-

day," she said.
'llust tell me."
"The police came, of course.

Jerome was charged with murder
while he was still in the hospital.
Flora has been charged with illegal
chemical dumping. It's the only
charge that is sticking at the mo-
ment. They're both out on huge
bails, which their families put up."

"So who gets the apartment?"
"The detective who is leading

the investigation. He pulled sen-
iority." A pause, and a sigh of
dreary resolution: "I suppose I
might as well tell you now that he
and I are getting married next
month, and I'm moving in."

The white-shirted delivery boy
from the Chinese restaurant cycled
against the traffic up the one-way
street. "What are you going to do
with your apartment?" I asked. I
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