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Rehearsing for his three-day crusade at the Civic Center is the Rev. Jimmy

Swaggart.

Leading television evangelist

recewved the calling at age 8

By Edward Fox

STAFF WRITER

The Rev. Jimmy Swaggart started preaching
full-time 26 years ago, when he was 21. “The
Lord saved me when I was a child 8 years old. It
was then that I felt called to preach. I didn’t see
any flashing lights or angels, but I saw it in my
heart,” he said.

He started preaching in small churches in
Louisiana, Texas and Arkansas. His ministry
grew from small churches to big churches, and
from auditoriums to stadiums.

Recent TV ratings show that Jimmy Swaggart
is now the No. 1 TV evangelist in the country,
surpassing Oral Roberts, Robert Schuller, Rex
Humbard and Jerry Falwell.

“The aim of the crusades is to get people
saved. That’s my never-dying purpose,” Swaggart
said Friday in an interview between rehearsals
with his 11-piece band at the Civic Center
Coliseum.

Swaggart’s Charleston crusade, which contin-
ues tonight and concludes Sunday, follows cru-
sades in New York and Chicago. He appeared be-
fore a crowd of 21,000 at New York’s Madison
Square Garden September 24-26, when 5,000 were
turned away at the door.

“I have never preached to an audience as alive
and responsive. It was the most exciting crusade
I have ever preached,” he said.

One thousand souls have been saved at a Swag-
gart crusade, said crusade coordinator Gerald
Ogg, but Swaggart himself does not keep count.
“Man looketh on outward appearance,” Swaggart
said, “but God looks at the heart. We hope it’s a
lot.”

Swaggart travels with a 50-member entourage,
which includes his son Donnie, who heads crusade
development, his wife, other relatives and often
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